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The Independent Student News Publication of SUNY Buffalo Law School

We're Back People!

Resurrecting The Opinion
By: Sara-Jo Scime, 2017
Co-Editor-In-Cheif

What was The Opinion?
The Opinion was the
independent student news
publication of SUNY Buffalo Law
School from 1949 to 2009.
According to the website for the
Law Library's Archive, the first
issue debuted on November 29,
1949 under the leadership of its
first editor-in-chief, Michael
Beilewech, Jr. (1951). The
inception of the newspaper
happened to coincided with the
opening of the new West Eagle
Street law school building.
The Opinion has historically
served as a forum for law student
viewpoints with an editorial staff
comprised exclusively of SUNY
Buffalo Law School students. It
was a staple part of student life
in O'Brian Hall and was even an
award winning publication (in
1977 it won the American Bar
Association's Award for
Excellence). The Opinion

Photo Courtesy of the Law Library Archives Website

continued to be published until
2009 when it shut down,
presumably due to a lack of
funds or student interest.

What will The Opinion be like
t his time around?
Now in 2015, The Opinion
is being brought back to life.
The Opinion's editorial content,
advertising, and business
functions will again be entirely
student-run. Our paper will be
committed to spurring further
academic and personal growth
among law students by
disseminating information
regarding both law school and
legal-related events. In addition,
we pledge to be an intellectual,
professional, and local publication
that evokes change and
community by highlighting SUNY
Buffalo law school, and its staff
and students.

forum for discussion and release
from the cases and legal jargon
we read about on a daily basis.
Our goal is to make you laugh,
provide you with information
about upcoming or recent law
school events, let you get to
know your classmates and
professors on a more human
level, and express your opinion
regarding matters affecting
student life. We want this to be
you newspaper, we want your
advice, comments, and
suggestions. Most importantly
though, we want your opinion!

Our vision for the Opinion is to
create not only a central location
for the dispersion of all law
school related information, but a

* Every 2015-2016 Academic Year Issue of The Opinion is proudly sponsored by Sub Board I, Inc. ( SBI) *
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TODAY IS
ELECTION
DAY20151
It doesn1 matter
who vou vote for,
it onlv matters
that vou vote!
D101 k. . hlW/where;a GI II
elect11ns.mvt11111t1V11e.c1m/llates
t1 llnll 1ut where & when 11 cast
11ur ball1tl
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By:

Sara-Jo Scime, 2017
Co-Editor-In-Cheif
&!

Patrick O'Brien, 2017
Co-Editor-In-Cheif

We stumbled across The
Opinion early last Spring in a
(successful) attempt to
procrastinate reading for school.
Patrick and I were so intrigued
that we even contacted the Law
Librarians, which transpired into
us spending an entire day going
through The Opinion archives
with them. As we gazed at issues
from the late 60's discussing on
campus protests and issues from
the 90's critiquing Barrister's Ball
fashion choices, it was baffling to
us that this publication had
ceased to exist any longer. The
decision was essentially made for
us. We were going to bring back
the school newspaper.
The second we were in
agreement I started to work on
designing our website, and
Patrick began contacting past
Editor(s)-in-Chief and
researching the editorial policies

of other law school newspapers.
While we wish we had been able
to coincide our inagural issue
with the start of the new school
year, life unfortunately got in the
way (as it has a nasty habit of
doing sometimes). Better late
than never though, we are proud
to present our first issue to the
faculty, staff, and students of
SUNY Buffalo Law School.
We hope that you enjoy
reading it as much as we loved
creating it for you. We would
also like to extend a heartfelt
"Thank You" to everyone who
helped make this publication
become a reailty in addition to all
the men and women who
participated in our first
journalistic endeavor!
Our most sincere gratitude,
Patrick & Sara-Jo
Enjoy!
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Let us know! You can contact us at
buffalo/awopinion@gmail.com or stop
by Room 207EVERY
Tuesday between 12:30-1:30pm.

Interviewing BMCB President, Andrew Demasters ( 2016) regarding the
Desmond Moot Court Competition. Photo Courtesy of Arrly Atkinson
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women Lawvers 01 western New York
Announces 2015 Woman Lawver 01 the Year
Women Lawyers of Western
New York (WLWNY) has chosen
Bernadette Gargano, Esq. as 2015
Woman Lawyer of the Year.
Gargano, a professor at SUNY
Buffalo Law School, is being
honored because of her legal
work, her civic engagement, and
her commitment to diversity in the
legal profession. Gargano has
spoken on panels throughout the
country and in Europe on various
topics related to social justice and
social change.
Gargano is co-founder of the
Federal Pro Se Assistance
Program for the Western District
of New York, which provides pro
bona services to
underrepresented communities.
As the attending professor for this
program, Gargano teaches an
experiential learning practicum,
manages students who assist
volunteer attorneys, and practices
as a volunteer attorney who
advises pro se litigants. The
program was awarded The Erie
County Bar Association Justice
Award in 2015.
Gargano has consistently
promoted the practice of law
among underrepresented groups,
mentoring and tutoring Bennett
High School Law Magnet students,
serving as advisor to a student
organization promoting rights for
people with disabilities, and
working with the Law School
Admission Counsel to create and
teach undergraduate courses
encouraging passion for the law.
The New York Law Journal
Diversity Initiative Project honored
her earlier this year for her
sustained commitment to diversity
in the legal profession. The
mentoring relationships she forms
with students can last well beyond
graduation. "In law school, I
would talk to Bernadette about
how to pursue my passion for
social justice without leaving
Buffalo," says former student,

Rebecca Hoffman, an attorney at
the Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo.
"When I started practicing at a
private firm where there were no
female partners in my group,
having her as a mentor was
invaluable."

Novem ber 2015

ON THE HOT
BENCH
An unconventional peer-interview!

After graduating cum laude
from Cornell Law School,
Gargano served as a Confidential
Law Clerk to the Hon. William M.
Skretny in the WDNY, and has
represented local and
international businesses,
entrepreneurs, and universities.
She currently serves as general
counsel, on a pro bona basis, to
multiple women-owned
businesses.
"Through my interaction with
SUNY Buffalo law students, it's
clear she has a special impact on
the women she teaches," says
Kim Colaiacovo, a board member
for WLWNY and associate at
Barclay Damon. "Her impressive
work history and pro bona work
both in federal court and in
support of women-owned
businesses make her an excellent
Woman Lawyer of the Year."
WLWNY will present the award
at their annual luncheon taking
place at the Hyatt Buffalo on
December 9, 2015. The WLWNY
Woman of the Year Luncheon is
open to the public. Tickets are
$35 with discounts for members
and students. Please visit
www. wlwny..,,Q[g for more
information.
WLWNY is a non-profit whose
members socialize, network,
learn from each other, and
support the community through
scholarships and charitable
endeavors. Founded in the early
1900s, WLWNY is the oldest
women's legal organization in
Western New York. Membership
is open to lawyers and law
students.

Keith Rosso
Class of 2018
Tonawanda , New York Native
Q: If you could make one law that
everyone would have to follow,
what would it be?

A: Don't give limp handshakes.
Q: Do you sing in the shower?

A: Oh , all the time!
Q: Would you ever base-jump?
Why or why not?

A: I definitely would . It's less risk
than skydiving , plus I'm an
adrenaline junky sometimes.
Q: What's your favorite sandwich?

A: Salami
Q: What's the best present you've
ever received?

A: The love that my parents give me.
Q: What's your favorite animal?
A: I'm a dog guy.
Q: If you could give your
classmates one piece of advice
what would it be?

A: Definitely make time for yourself,
especially on the weekends.
Who will be on the bench next time?
Nominate a fellow student by emailing
buffa lolawopinion@gmail .com
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SBA Halloween_Spooktacular ~ 10/31

~

~

\ I Please Recycle Me! \I
The Opinion is printed on 100% recycled paper
and we need you to keep the trend going for us I

Just remember to toss us in the
Blue Bin l\TO'l' the Waste Bin!
Thank you!
Green l'act: The energy saved by recycling
just 1 plastic bottle can power a computer
for up to 28 minutes!

The Next SBA Meeting is...
November 13th@ 6:00pm
in Room 106
If you would like to be added to the
agenda please email Sara-Jo Scime at
sarascim@buffalo.edu by 11/11 @ 5pm
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The Desmond Moot Court Competition
Part One:Opening Rounds & Banquet
Meticulously dressed 2Ls and 3Ls filtered into The
IrishMan Pub in Williamsville on a chilly October
evening to commence the 2015 Desmond Moot Court
Banquet. After giving the participants a minute to grab
a drink and find their respective social circles, we asked
them about their experiences. We wanted to know why
students chose to participate in the competition? What
they thought of the first three rounds of oral argument?
And what they planned on doing now that the
competition had come to a close for some of them.
Kayla Drickel ('17) participated in the competition
because she "wants to go into litigation." This desire
was abundantly apparent, as most every participant
had the same response to the question .

By: Patrick O'Brien, 2017
Co-Editor-In-Cheif

get "in the zone." Ms. Drickel and her partner, Griffin
Dault ('17), even "listened to Biggie Smalls when
taking breaks." We also questioned students about
how participating in the competition had affected
them over the course of the last few weeks. In terms
of social life, Ms. Bernhardi stated, "What social life?
Clancy wouldn't even talk to me." Clancy is her
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. Although participants
sacrificed nights out, dates, and preparation for law
school courses and activities, in order to prepare for
Desmond, it was clear that the experience was worth
the sacrifices to everyone.

Thomas Lyons ('15), a judge for the first three
rounds of the competition, stated that this years
Aside from hearing how the participants diligently
participants were "some of the best competitors ever."
researched and wrote their appellate briefs, we wanted There were twenty-four competitors in the 2015
to hear about unique ways participants prepared for
competition, for a total of twelve teams compared to
Desmond. Leah Bernhard( ('17) stated she would "sit in the eight teams that participated the previous year.
her car and talk to herself for two hours in order to
According to Andrew DeMasters ('16), President
of the Buffalo Moot Court Board (BMCB),
Top Picture:
The Buffalo Moot
attributed this increase to better recruiting
court Board hosted
efforts on behalf of the BMCB Executive Board

w
~

the Desmond
Competition Banquet,
on October 28th at
The Irishman on
Main Street in
Willlamsville, NY. The
Banquet was held
after the third round
of arguments were
delivered Wednesday
evening. At the event
• students had time to
talk about their
experiences and
unwind while the
BMCB Executive
Board Members
made the
announcement of
which four teams
would be heading to
semi-finals the
following day and
presented awards to
certain participants.
BDHom Picture:

Two Desmond Moot
Court Competition
participatnts, Megan
McGuiggan (2016)
and Farina
Mendelson (2016)
pose for a picture
Wednesday Evening.
Both women placed
1st Runner-Up for
the 2015 Best
Appellate Brief and
Ms. McGuiggan was
the 2nd Runner-Up
for 2015 Best Oral
Advocate.

members.
Tori Hahn ('16), Treasurer of BMCB, spoke
about a new tradition this year where lls,
volunteering as clerks and bailiffs were invited
to the banquet. Hahn hopes to "keep this
tradition alive." Now that this stressful, yet
incredibly valuable competition is over, we
asked Megan McGuiggan ('17) what her post
competition reaction was and she simply
exclaimed, " Cheers!" (Note: Law Students are
reminded to always drink responsibly) .
Congratulations to all participants and a big
"Thank You" to the BMCB judges, volunteers,
and administration for coordinating this event.
Below are the results from the first 3 rounds:
The winners for Best Appellate Brief were"'

1. Steven Maffucci & Patrick Leavy ' 16
2. Megan McGuiggan & Farina Mendelson '17
3. Matthew Paris & Chris Castro ' 16
The win ners for Best Oral Advocate"'

1. Peter Veech '16
2. Steven Maffucci '16
3. Megan McGuiggan '17
"Part Two: The Final Round" continued
on the next page
•
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Steven Fisher walked swiftly to
the middle of the courtroom,
placed his notes on the podium,
took a deep breath, and delivered
his opening statement to the court
this past Friday evening. In that
moment, the final round of the
2015 Desmond Moot Court
Competition had officially begun.
Out of twelve teams that
competed this year, only two
Buffalo Moot
Court Board

Executive
Members
(left to right):
Kate Hartman
(2016), Desmond
Competition Chair;
Katherine Farrell
(2016), BMCB
Public Relations
Director; Victoria
Hahn (2016) ,
BMCB Treasurer;
and Andrew
Demasters (2016),
BMCB President

remained by the end of the week: The four gentleman presented their
arguments in front of three judges from
Steven Maffucci, '16 & Patrick
Leavy, '16 and Steven Fisher, '16 the Western New York legal
community: the Hon. Eugene F. Pigott,
& Gerald Whalen, '16.
Jr. 73, an Associate Judge from the
"Each one ofyou is miles New York State Court of Appeals, the
Hon. H. Kenneth Schroeder, Jr. '61, a
ahead of the appellate United States Magistrate Judge for the
advocates that we see in Western District of New York, and the
Hon. Jeremiah J. McCarthy, who is also
our court rooms."
a United States Magistrate Judge for
the Western District of New York. In
addition, nineteen observers comprised
of students, former Desmond
competitors, and the finalists' family
members were present to witness the
championship round.

Photo Courtesy of Amy Atklnsons and SUNY Buffalo Law School's Fl1ckr Page

Quotable Quotes
"The two most
important days ofyour
life are the day you are
born and the day that
you find out why."

N

Mark Twain

Each competitor was given fifteen
minutes to present on behalf of their
client. Within that hour the participants
were riddled with questions from each
of the three judges. Just a few words
into each set of opening statements
Judge Pigott and Judge Schroeder ___.
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On behalf of the many members of the New York State Trial Lawyers
Association, Western New York Regional Affiliate, I wish to congratulate and
commend the UB Law student editors and writers on the resurrection of The
Opinion.

NYSTLA exists largely as an organization that protects the Constitutional
right to a jury trial. We know firsthand the diligence required to preserve that
right.
The right to a free and unfettered press is no less important and requires
just as much diligence. The Constitution bums as brighUy in your words today as
when our Founding Fathers crafted the j\~ent
Good work and carry on.

r-,,
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Dennis J. Garvey, President WNYRA-NYSTLA
hnp://w.,.,,afYVSm.com/

Friday, December 18th @ 9pm // Location TBD
The NEW December Decompression
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Bu!Talo Moot Court Board Presiden t, Andrew Demasters (2016 ), speaks to th e
two Final Desmond Teams prior to t he final r ound of the competition Frlda,y.

would intervene with a hypothetical,
a pop culture example, or even a
quick quip regarding the well-known
Buffalo Bills and Miami Dolphins
rivalry. No matter what left-field
comment or theoretical example the
judges threw at the participants
each was quick to respond and
remained steadfast to their
respective points. In fact, neither
team wavered from their position at
any time in the final round of the
competition, a quality that each of
the judges remarked on at the •
conclusion of the round. "None of
you were afraid to hold your
ground," Judge Schroeder
commented, "and that is something
we often don't see with young
litigators." It was evident that both
teams entered into the finals well
prepared, as none of the
competitors even glanced at the
notes and flashcards they had
brought with them.
Once both teams had presented,
the three presiding judges stepped
out of the Francis M. Letro
courtroom to determine which team
would take home the Championship
title. "We will be back momentarily
to deliver our forty-one page
opinion," Judge Pigott joked just
prior to stepping out. During the
deliberation process the competitors
were able to momentarily relax and
the observers able to chat amongst
themselves remarking on how
diligent the judges had been with
testing each of the teams. After
what felt like just three or four

November 2015

Buffalo Moot Court Executive Boa.rd and the four Desmond Finalists pose With
Hon . Jeremiah McCarthy, Hon. Eugene Pigott, and Hon. H. Kenneth Schroeder.

minutes, the judges took the bench
once more. "Let me start by saying
that I'd hire any one of you," Judge
Pigott opened, "each one of you is
miles ahead of the appellate
advocates that we see in our court
rooms." Judge McCarthy seconded
commenting that he would be "more
than pleased to have any one of [the
finalists] in [his] court room."

The two teams exchanged
handshakes and congratulations
before joining the members of the
Buffalo Moot Court Board
Executive Board and presiding
judges for pictures.

Once the formal portion of the
competition was over participants,
judges, and observers alike filed
into the deliberation room for
After each judge had doled out their wine and hors d'oeuvres. The
tension and anxiety that had been
praises and few criticisms, the
decision of the three judges was
so apparent moments ago in the
finally handed down: Team Six
courtroom, was now completely
comprised of Steven Fisher and
dissipated. The conversation that
Gerald Whale of the Class of 2016
had been dominated by the issue
were declared the 2015 Desmond
of Native American rights, now
Moot Court Competition Champions. turned towards talk of Halloween
Desmond Moot Court Champions: Steven
Fisher '16 (left) and Gerald Whale n '16 (right)

"You need to expect
everything, but it's tough
to prepare for everything."

costumes and weekend plans.
The finalists who just yesterday
were entirely consumed by last
minute research and preparations,
now found themselves with a
moment to breath - just a moment
though as they remarked that now
they had to go and catch-up on all
the homework and sleep they had
missed over the last few weeks.
When asked what advice the
winners had for next years
Desmond participants, Mr. Whalen
suggested students explain their
position to a friend who is not
taking part in the competition.
"You need to talk to your friend as
if you are in a bar," he said, "and
if you can't explain your argument
to them, well then that means
you're just not done prepping yet."
Now on to the next competition!
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Novel in the law librarv
By: Brian Detweiler
Student Services Librarian

The Law Library is hoping to expand our Course
Reserve Collection to upper-level classes and we need
your help!
We currently have textbooks for all first year courses,
but we would like to make the collection more
comprehensive so we are asking 2Ls, 3Ls, and LL.M.
students to donate your used textbooks after you have
completed your exams. Please leave your donations in
the book drop near the main entrance to the Law
Library, or drop them off in the Passport Office (211
O'Brian) any time during the week between 9:00 AM
and 3:00 PM. If you are looking to clean out your
apartment, we are happy to accept upper-level course
books from last year as well! Materials not added to
the Course Reserve collection will be given away to law
students during the Spring Semester.

As a reminder, ·course Reserve materials are available
for two hour loans in the Law Library, and are a great

way to get your reading done when you do not have
your books with you. Remember, if two hours is not
enough time to finish your assigned reading, you can
always use one of our scanning stations to scan the
remaining pages. To take out a book from the Course
Reserve Collection, please stop by the Circulation Desk
and a member of staff will assist you.
We hope that you will consider contributing to this
effort. As always, if you have any questions,
comments, or suggestions about your Law Library,
please email me at briandet@buffalo.edu or drop by
my office in Room 211A!

TINY ARMS
THE VAL E OF A BRIEFCASE

& ~===1

1-'ReX

SCHOOL.
the GUNASAU
master ofexperiential knowledge
and personal opinions

By:

MeITick Sadler
Class of 2016
Opinion Comic
A monthly glimpse into
the day-to-day triumphs
& struggles of T-Rex's
journey through SUNY
Buffalo Law School
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THE VERDICT

Was it good, bad, or down-right ugly?

Editors-In-Chief
Sara-Jo Scime
Patrick O'Brien
Class of 201 7
Class of 201 7
Photographers
Sara-Jo Scime
Class of 201 7

MoviesSpectre - The
name is Bond.
James Bond. But
we'll have to see if
this one lives up
to Skyfall.

Contributing Writers
Ashley Czechowski
Class of2017

Comics/Memists

Guest Authors

Merrick Sadler
Class of 2016

Brian Detweiler
Senior Assistant Librarian

William Quick
Class of 2018

Women Lawyers of
Western New York

A Special Thank You To ...
Keith Rosso - for being the first to brave the hot-bench!
Desmond Moot Court Board & Participants - for being our first major
article, letting us crash your banquet, and sit in on the final round.
Mr. Dennis Garvey - For his kind words of praise and encouragement.
&

Mr. Brian Detweiler & the Staff of the Law Library - For being our
first guest author and for the countless advice, time and assistance
you provided us with while we were resurrecting the paper.
The Opinion is published by law students for law students. Any reproduction of
materials herein is not allowed without the express consent of the Editors-In-Chief
and the article's author. Views expressed in such the articles published within are
those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of The Opinion, the Editorial Board,
or SUNY Buffalo Law School. All letters and columns submitted to The Opinion will
be retained as property'of/ copyrighted by The Opinion.
The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit all submissions for length, grammar,
and clarity. The Editorial Board reserves the right to reject any article submitted that
contains falsities , or content that is slanderous, inflamatory, or derogatory. Letters to
the Editor are published as received and may be sent to
buffalolawopinion@gmail.com. Anonymous letters will NOT be published. If you have
any questions, comments or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us.

The Opinion, 207 0'Brian Hall, Amherst, NY 14260
http://buffalolawopinion.wix.com/about

THE MONTHLY MEME

By: William Quick, Class of 2018

Instagrain:@warners_thougb.ts
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Politics
Presidential
Candidates ... all
across the board
get a pretty big
thumbs down we
wouldsaJ7:(
Sports•
London... EJ...
What the heck?
Thank god we had
a bye-week on
SundaJ7 at least.

PashionIt's yoga pants
season... both the
boys and girls say
"Hallelujah!" to
thatonel
BooksAn Ember in the
Ashes - if you
were a fan of
Katniss or The
Divergent Series,
then you will love
this one too.
Pood-

Have you tried
Marble&Rye
yet? The do and
be sure to order a
double date. You
wont't regret it!

L
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From the Diarv ot a3l: Regrets
By: Ashley Ann Czechowski, Class of 2017
Contributing Writer

As a mid-level law student, sandwiched between
the tumultuous l l year and the "light at the end of
the tunnel, 3LOL year," I began thinking about how
nice it must be to be a 3L. Knowing that you gave it
your all the past two years and you are on the cusp
of graduation. Maybe you have a few moments to
really enjoy what is left of your last year in academia
-before you have to hit the ground running in the
real world.
But then I stopped and thought about regrets. A
hypothetical crossed my mind--what if you get to
your 3L year and you think, "Gah, I wish I would
have ...." What if you get to your 3L year and you
look back and see only the things you didn't do. To
those that may have these feelings, I say to you:
time cannot be undone and everything happens for
a reason. Everyone's path is created for a purpose
and you are all on the paths you are meant to be on
-even if you don't know it just yet.
But what if 3Ls could share some of these regrets
and help those that will be walking in their footsteps
to not have that same regret? I spoke with a variety
of 3L law students and below are their responses. A
sincere thank you to each person who spent a little
time coming up with a response for this article.
"I regret dating someone in my class. It didn't work
out and in the end it became a messy situation-our
mutual friends had to pick sides and the entire crew
just kind of fell apart. That made it hard for both of
us. On top of that, seeing that person all the time
just made my life miserable."
"In retrospect, I should have gotten the ball rolling
earlier with jobs for l l summer. I didn't realize how
many relatively lucrative opportunities are available
during that summer and I wish I had, so I would've
had at least a shot at them. So the takeaway is it
would have been nice to have been more active in
my job search very early on. My fault mainly."

"I wish I would have joined trial team sooner!"
"I regret sleeping with someone in my class."
"I wish I would have been more involved in more
extra-cirricular activities in addition to law review."
"I regret prioritizing courses that sounded
interesting over top-notch professors . I have come
to learn that a passionate and dedicated educator
can make any topic interesting and any course
worthwhile."
"I didn't figure it out until the end of l l year, but I
think it's important for everyone to find something
they like to do (volunteering, exercise, reading,
playing an instrument, etc.) and to make time to do
that every week. It's not always easy to do
especially with the amount of work we have, but its
extremely important."
"I would have done Desmond my second year. Now
that I am a 3L, I completely lack the motivation to
do it and I think it would have been a good
experience."
"I regret not getting to know some of my professors
more. Some really make themselves available and
getting to know them and really utilizing them can
be invaluable."

THE OPINION WANTS DUI
Looking for something low-commitment, but with an impressive title
to put on your resume? Well then we a.re the school activity for you!
We have a variety of positions open at The Opinion regardles ofif
you're a writer, drawer, or amateur photographer.
Just e-mail us at butfalolawopinion@gmail.com or drop by
807 O'Brian Hall l!JVJ!IBY Tuesday between 12:30pm - 1:30pm
to find out how to join our family!
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Holistic law Group
A "Q&A" with HLG President, Ashley Czechowski
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Q: What does the word "Holistic" mean?
A: The word "holistic" means all encompassing
and interconnected. It is the entirety of
something, not just one aspect. It is unique to
use a word like "holistic" in conjunction with the
term law because most people find them to be
on opposite ends of the spectrum-"holistic" has
become engrained as a "hippie-like" view on
things and align€9 with mediation, etc. whereas
law typically deals with logic and rules. But they
are completely interconnected.

Q: How does that term apply to the law?
A: I think an illustration would best help to
answer this question. There will come a day
when you have a real client in front of you. A
client who may have just lost her son in a car
accident and is filing sl'.Jit; a client who knows he
is dying and is asking you to draft his will; a
client who is going through a messy divorce; a
client who is fighting a custody battle; a client
who has been wrongly convicted of a crime. All
of these scenarios require an attorney not to just
walk into the room and get down to the issue,
but to get to know a client. To understand what
they want, what they are willing to compromise
on, what they are not willing to compromise on.
It requires an attorney to be available to a client.
To listen. To understand why something may be
important to them. To have an emotional
understanding of how they feel and have the skill
set to deal with a client that may be crying, not
thinking clearly, emotional, etc. These are
holistic tools. This is how the term applies to the
law.

Q: What kind of events does HLG do?
A: The HLG typically holds three events per
semester: A fundraiser, a workshop or lecture
and a community service event. The workshops
are geared towards teaching the substantive
skills that may be of use to students who will be
future practitioners. They paint a picture of how
a holistic approach is not only beneficial for a
client but also for a practicing attorney.
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Q: Where did the idea for the Holistic Law
Group originally come from?
A: Before I came to law school, I was a legal
assistant at a couple firms. I was able to really
watch the interaction between client and
attorney and I saw how some people responded
to certain approaches. I became curious about
various approaches to law and I began studying
it. I found that there was something called
therapeutic jurisprudence and I just kept
researching. It is the way that I intend to
practice law in the future-whether I label myself
as a holistic practitioner or not. I firmly believe
that whether your client is a corporation or an
individual, people are still at the very core of
what lawyers do. It is a service industry, but i
think that the practice of law has become almost
assembly line like-and the client is not at the
core of what attorneys do. This group is all
about returning the practice of law to what it
should be-emphasizing the client. Additionally,
a component of the group focuses on an
attorney's own well-being, which is just as
important.
Q: How can students find out more?
A: By visiting our website:
http://www.law. buffalo.edu/current/holistic. html

We also have a Facebook page:
https ://www.facebook .com/Holistic-Law-Group602413819895376/?fref=ts

And a twitter account:
https://twitter.com/HolisticlawUB

We will be doing a weekly blog for students to
find out more about what holistic law is all about.
Also, students can ask any student on the E
Board or myself any questions! We are more
than willing to answer any questions and speak
with anyone.

Q: Does HLG have any upcoming events?
A: We just had our Fall Fundraiser which was a
huge success, the Great Pumpkin Harvest and
Penny Wars. We also had a workshop on
Monday November 2nd. The Gandhi Institute for
Nonviolence will be speaking to students
regarding practicing law with emotional
intelligence. The Gandhi Institute is a non-profit
organization located in Rochester New York.
Their mission is to help individuals and
communities develop the inner resources and
practical skills needed to achieve a nonviolent,
sustainable, and just world. Our group applied
for a grant to fund this program and we were
approved. It has been in the works for many
months and we are so excited about it. We will
also be having a community service outreach
event right around Thanksgiving so be on the
lookout for more details in the next few weeks!
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